
LAWLER, METZGER, KEENEY & LOGAN, LLC

REGINA M. KEENEY

2001 K STREET, NW

SUITE 802

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006

PHONE (202) 777-7700

FACSIMILE (202) 777-7763

December 13, 2013

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Notice: Terrestrial Use of the 2473-2495 MHz Band for Low-Power 
Mobile Broadband Networks – IB Docket No. 13-213; RM-11685; Revision of 
Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National Information 
Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band – ET Docket No. 13-49;
Iridium Constellation LLC Petition for Rulemaking to Promote Expanded Mobile 
Satellite Service in the Big LEO MSS Band – RM-11697

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On December 11, 2013, Anthony Navarra, President, Global Operations for Globalstar, 
Inc. (“Globalstar”) and L. Barbee Ponder IV, General Counsel & Vice President, Regulatory 
Affairs, for Globalstar, met with Philip Verveer, Senior Counselor to Chairman Thomas 
Wheeler.  On December 12, 2013, Mr. Navarra, Steve Berman of Lawler, Metzger, Keeney & 
Logan, LLC, and I met with Jonathan Chambers, Chief of the Commission’s Office of Strategic 
Planning & Policy Analysis, and Ronald Repasi, Mark Settle, Navid Golshahi, Bryant Wellman, 
and Patrick Forster from the Commission’s Office of Engineering and Technology. At these 
meetings, Globalstar’s representatives provided an update on Globalstar’s second-generation 
mobile satellite service (“MSS”) operations and addressed issues related to the above-captioned 
proceedings.  The attached presentation was provided to Commission staff at these meetings.

At the meetings, Globalstar expressed support for the Commission’s proposal to allow 
Globalstar to provide low-power terrestrial mobile broadband service in its own licensed 
spectrum at 2483.5-2495 MHz and adjacent, unlicensed spectrum at 2473-2483.5 MHz.1  
Globalstar noted that the proposed rules would quickly add 22 megahertz to the nation’s wireless 
broadband spectrum inventory and ease the congestion that is diminishing the quality of Wi-Fi 
service at high-traffic 802.11 hotspots and other locations.  Globalstar’s representatives also 
addressed the Commission’s proceeding on its rules governing the use of the 5 GHz band by 

                                                
1 Terrestrial Use of the 2473-2495 MHz Band for Low-Power Mobile Broadband 
Networks; Amendments to Rules for the Ancillary Terrestrial Component of Mobile Satellite 
Service Systems, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, IB Docket No. 13-213 (rel. Nov. 1, 2013).
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Unlicensed National Information Infrastructure (“U-NII”) devices.2  As demonstrated in an 
independent technical report recently filed by Globalstar, outdoor deployment of unlicensed 
devices in the U-NII-1 band would cause significant harmful interference to Globalstar’s 
licensed MSS feeder uplinks in the 5 GHz band, which in turn would diminish Globalstar’s 
satellite power availability, user capacity, and geographic service availability.3 Consistent with 
its rules and policies protecting licensed services from harmful interference from unlicensed 
operations,4 the Commission should maintain its prohibition on outdoor operations in the 
U-NII-1 band.

Finally, Globalstar’s representatives expressed their opposition to the February 2013 
Petition for Rulemaking filed by Iridium Constellation LLC (“Iridium”).5  Iridium’s Petition 
provides no support for its request to take three megahertz of Big LEO spectrum away from 
Globalstar.  Reassignment of Globalstar’s licensed spectrum to Iridium would have a disastrous 
effect on Globalstar’s global MSS operations and cause significant harm to public safety and the 
customers who rely on Globalstar’s services.  

Pursuant to section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b)(2), 
this ex parte notification and the attached presentation are being filed electronically for inclusion 
in the public record of the above-referenced proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Regina M. Keeney
Regina M. Keeney

cc: Philip Verveer Navid Golshahi
Jonathan Chambers Bryant Wellman
Ronald Repasi Patrick Forster
Mark Settle

                                                
2 See Revision of Part 15 of the Commission’s Rules to Permit Unlicensed National 
Information Infrastructure (U-NII) Devices in the 5 GHz Band, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 
28 FCC Rcd 1769 (2013).
3 Supplemental Comments of Globalstar, Inc., ET Docket No. 13-49 (Nov. 29, 2013) 
(attaching  Impact of Proposed U-NII-1 Rule Changes on Globalstar Operations, Roberson and
Associates, LLC (Nov. 27, 2013)).  
4 See 47 C.F.R. § 15.5(b).
5 Petition for Rulemaking of Iridium Constellation LLC, RM-11697 (Feb. 11, 2013).
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